
3/19/08 4:46 PMChristian rock pioneer, People member Larry Norman dies - Listen Up - USATODAY.com

Page 1 of 2http://blogs.usatoday.com/listenup/2008/02/christian-rock.html

Life   Shopping  Buy a Car  Job Search  Real Estate 

Search Most popular | Subscribe

Subscribe to this blog's feed ¥

Email  us ¥

Recent  Posts  

Another 'Trilla' hits top of charts¥
Brown rolls on at No. 1; Usher passes

Mariah
¥

Fuse remembers boy bands (and girl
groups)

¥

This week's playlist: Brian previews hot
up-and-comers

¥

This week's reviews: Flo Rida goes
postal; Danity 'Dolls'  up

¥

Normal service being restored gradually¥
This week's playlist:¥

Alan Jackson has a No. 1 'Good Time'¥
Korina raises a glass to The Pogues¥

Sia: Sweet with a side of Sassy¥

Categories  

Awards ¥
Bonnaroo ¥

Books¥
Country ¥
Farewell¥

Film¥
Grammys ¥

Housekeeping¥
Interview ¥

Lists ¥
Live Earth¥

Lyrics ¥
Music ¥
News ¥

Oddities¥
Other blogs¥

Performance ¥
Playlists¥

Pop¥
Pop: the questions¥

Puzzlers ¥
Questions & comments ¥

R&B ¥
Radio airplay ¥

Reflections ¥
Returning ¥

Reviews¥
Rock¥

Rock Hall ¥
Sales ¥

Soundtracks ¥
Summer road trip¥

Television ¥
Top airplay hits ¥

Tours ¥
Travel¥

Archives  Submit

Related  Advertising  Links What's This?

Anti -Wrinkle  Breakthrough

Patented wrinkle reducer. Look years younger inÉ
Dermitage.com

Living  With  Colon  Cancer

Sign up for a support program for patients to getÉ
www.xeloda.com

Advertisement

By Ken Barnes

Ç 'Hot Rod Lincoln' originator Charlie Ryan dies | Main | Janet talks; Clapton

& Winwood play È

Christian  rock  pioneer,  People  member  Larry  Norman  dies

Sad to hear, on a rather mortally oriented day, about the death of

Larry Norman. In 1969, he released Upon This Rock, considered to

be the first modern Christian rock album. It's of course always a

slippery slope to try to identify "firsts" in any field, but it's

unquestionable that Norman's albums, including 1972's famed Only

Visiting This Planet, were enormously influential on the entirety of

what would become contemporary Christian music.

And before that, he has a place in my heart for being a key figure in

the San Jose band People, who were legendary for their ability to

play complex music (such as the Sgt. Pepper album) live and had a

big (and memorable) hit in 1968 with a cover of the Zombies tune I

Love You.

He died of heart failure in his sleep at home in Salem, Ore., Sunday,

at age 60. He'll be missed.
Posted at 06:58 PM/ET, February 25, 2008 in Farewell | Permalink
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22d ago

Larry was so important to me during my teen years. I

have followed his career my entire life. He was a pioneer

in bringing contemporary Christian music to life and he

paid a huge price for it. We will all  miss Larry deeply.
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22d ago

It's heartbreaking to learn of Larry's passing - his music

and message have been quite moving and inspiring to

me for many years. Sad to see him go. Thanks for the

music and inspiration.
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